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For the fifth consecutive year, most
of this material — full-text e-books,
Bulletin items, and sections of our web-
site — appeared on a two-CD set. The
annual CD set is an important, conven-
ient, and cost-effective means of dis-
seminating information about IDRC
and results of IDRC-supported research
around the world, particularly in areas
with poor Internet connectivity.

IDRC is also a leader in making
available its comprehensive collection
of research results and documents
generated by IDRC-funded projects,
recipients, and staff about a wide range
of subjects related to international

development. Launched in 2007, the
IDRC Digital Library provides full
access over the Internet to our rich
research archive. In addition to making
information more freely available, the
digital library provides IDRC-funded
researchers with a much-needed outlet
to publish and showcase their work.

Participating in large international
conferences also allows us to dissemi-
nate research results and engage with
key target audiences, such as policy-
makers and media. Among the con-
ferences in which we participated this
year are:

� Decentralization, Local Power
and Women’s Rights conference
in Mexico

� Global Ministerial Forum on
Research for Health in Bamako, Mali

� International Ecohealth Forum 2008
in Merida, Mexico

� Internet Governance Forum in
Hyderabad, India

� 5th World Water Forum in
Istanbul, Turkey

� World Urban Forum (Fourth
Session) in Nanjing, China �

Knowledge by
numbers

23
books co-published by
IDRC and other publish-
ers during 2008–2009

101
e-books available on the
two-CD set IDRC 2009

266
e-books available on
IDRC’s website
(www.idrc.ca/books)

37 000
research documents
accessible from the IDRC
Digital library
(idl.bnc.idrc.ca)

22.7 million
page views generated on
the website by IDRC
books during 2008

By MAINTAINING eleCTRoNIC RIGHTs AND MAKING THe BooKs

AvAIlABle Full-TexT, FRee oF CHARGe oN ouR WeBsITe,

IDRC eNsuRes THAT THe KNoWleDGe Is AvAIlABle To All.

Opening windows
to the world

IDRCIDRC
Awards

IDRC 2009

CRDI 2009

I N T E R N AT I O N A L D E V E L O P M E N T R E S E A R C H C E N T R E

CENTRE DE RECHERCHES POUR LE DÉVELOPPEMENT INTERNATIONAL

Includes

101 e-books
�

Contient

101 livres

électroniques

JOIN US TO HEAR:

Isher Judge Ahluwalia, Leading Economist March 18

C. V. Madhukar, Expert on India’s Parliament March 27

Anand Giridharadas, New York Times Correspondent April 2

Stephen P. Cohen, Brookings Institution Security Expert April 9

Suman K. Bery, Economist and Prominent Think-Tank Leader May 22

Shashi Tripathi, Member, Union Public Service Commission J

All lectures take place at IDRC (150 Kent Street, 8th ;oor, Ottawa) from
2:00 PM to 3:30 PM. They are free but seating is limited, so please register
a

Theworld’s largest
democracy is changing fast.
But where is India headed?

For answers, come to IDRC.

This year, the International Development Research
Centre (IDRC) is hosting some of India’s leading
scholars andmost provocative thinkers. The series
marks the 25th anniversary of IDRC’s regional
o:ce in New Delhi.

India i
f in_focus

Competition
THE POWER OF

COMPETITIVE MARKETS

Susan Joekes and Phil Evans

and Development

IDRC2009
CRDI2009

� An update on IDRC activities
� Une mise à jour des activités du CRDI

© IDRC/CRDI 2009
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For nearly 40 years, IDRC has supported research in the
developing world, helping to nurture the innovative

capacity that resides there. As part of this mandate, we have
helped forge relationships between Canadian and developing-
world researchers, bringing the best minds together to
address some of the world’s pressing challenges, whether
climate change, influenza, or financial crises.

Partnerships also contribute to IDRC’s effectiveness by
widening the scope of our activities and helping bring
particular activities to scale. The goals of these collabora-
tions: world-class discoveries and healthier, wealthier,
fairer societies.

Linking the brightest minds

Notable among the collaborative activities launched in
2008–2009 is the International Research Chairs Initiative,
a joint endeavour between IDRC and the Canada Research
Chairs Program. Eight stellar scientists from the develop-
ing world have been chosen to join forces with a Canada
Research Chair on a five-year program of research and
training. With each team receiving a grant of up to
$1 million, IDRC Research Chairs will have the funds to
hire graduate students, attract post-doctoral researchers,
and fill laboratories with the equipment they need to do
cutting-edge research on shared concerns such as fisheries
management, child nutrition, and wireless communica-
tions (see page 34).

The Global Health Research Initiative (GHRI), launched
in 2001, also brings together the knowledge, experience,

and resources of five key partners: Health Canada, the
Canadian Institutes of Health Research, the Canadian
International Development Agency, IDRC, and the Public
Health Agency of Canada, which joined the partnership
this year. The goal: to develop practical solutions for
the health and healthcare problems of low- and middle-
income countries.

GHRI’s flagship initiative, the Teasdale-Corti Global
Health Research Partnership Program, is supporting
14 teams of Canadian–developing-country researchers.
For example, researchers from Burkina Faso, Mali, and
Canada are investigating treatment delays in obstetric
emergencies as they study the access to health care of
vulnerable populations. The project takes aim at one of
the starkest health inequalities on the planet: the one in
16 lifetime risk of dying from pregnancy-related compli-
cations faced by women in sub-Saharan Africa (compared
with one in 2800 in rich countries).

This year, the Teasdale-Corti Program also granted Global
Health Leadership Awards to 13 extraordinary individuals
from 12 countries, enabling them to pursue individualized
professional development programs.

Investing in our future

Benefits from these and other collaborations accrue to
Canada as well as to developing countries in terms of
increasing and maintaining research excellence and
strengthening Canada’s connection to the world’s pool
of talent and ideas.

E N L I S T I N G C A N A D I A N S F O R G R E AT E R I M PA C T

Increased collaboration, bolder solutions

SUPPORT
TO CANADIAN
INSTITUTIONS
2008–2009:

28
new research
projects

98
research
projects active
at year-end

52
new research
activities

158
research
activities
at year-end

109
Canadian
institutions
currently
involved

$10.5m
IDRC’s
contribution
to activities
funded in
2008–2009

$65.2m
total IDRC
funding to
Canadian
institutions for
active research

o B J e C T I v e : IDRC will engage Canadians in research for development through

partnerships with researchers and institutions in the developing world.

3
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IDRC also works to spur the interest and expertise of the
Canadian academic and development community. The
Global Citizenship Small Grants, for example, enable
Canadian organizations to address issues of social and
economic justice, environmental protection, participation,
peace and security, and human rights in a global perspec-
tive. Now in its 15th year, the program demonstrates the
Centre’s commitment to working with institutions that seek
to improve Canadians’ understanding of issues that affect
both Canada and lower-income countries, and that require
North-South collaboration to be addressed effectively.

Enlisting the donor community

Partnerships at IDRC also mean funding agreements with
other donors — foundations, multilateral organizations,
Canadian and foreign government departments, academic
institutions, and non-governmental organizations — to
increase the resources flowing to applied research in

developing countries. For example, the Centre has teamed
up with The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation on the US$90 million
10-year Think Tank Initiative, which is set to forge new
links among independent policy research institutes in the
developing world. In an initial round of grants, 24 institutes
in West and East Africa were selected this year to receive
long-term core support, enabling them to hire and hold on
to top researchers, improve the quality of their research,
and strengthen overall management and governance.

In 2008–2009, IDRC worked with 24 donor partners, five
of them Canadian. Funding from Canadian partnerships
totalled $26.7 million. CIDA remains IDRC’s major part-
ner in Canada. �

IDRC brings together top researchers from Canada and

the developing world to tackle some of the world’s most

pressing challenges.

The goals of these collaborations: world-class discoveries
and healthier, wealthier, fairer societies.
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For the past three years,

IDRC, in partnership

with the Centre for Inter-

national Governance Inno-

vation (CIGI) in Waterloo,

Canada, and Beijing

Normal University, has

helped to build a research network on

poverty in China — the first of its kind

in the world’s fastest-growing economy.

The goal has been to support

promising young scholars and encour-

age fresh thinking in an area of increas-

ing concern to China: the rising

inequality that has accompanied high

economic growth.

The achievements are heartening,

as a remarkable group of senior

Chinese and international economists

mentors a new generation of scholars

undertaking applied research on

poverty and inequality in China: 19

young Chinese economists, assisted by

almost as many respected senior schol-

ars, are breaking new ground as they

explore applied research on poverty

and inequality in China.

The Young China Scholars Poverty

Research Network is coordinated by

John Whalley, professor of economics at

the University of Western Ontario,

Canada, and a CIGI Distinguished Fellow,

and Li Shi, professor of economics at

Beijing Normal University.

J o H N W H A l l e y

My interest had long been on global
issues and global trade and invest-
ment issues. Increasingly, you can’t
really work on those issues from a
global perspective without recogniz-
ing the significance of China.

This project stems from the mid-
1990s when a group of scholars in the
poverty area emerged who had
achieved some prominence, but there
were relatively few of them. There was
a need for a new generation of young
poverty scholars to come forward to
contribute to the debate.

Since 1999, China has made huge
commitments to increasing resources
to universities and research institutes.
The impact has been quite dramatic
with large numbers of graduate stu-
dents coming into North American
and European programs, some
returning to China. This has led to
changes in teaching practices in China.

Reciprocal benefits
The young scholars’ work has helped
deepen understanding of the dynam-
ics of poverty and inequality, and
their data work has helped show that
inequality is now beginning to
plateau in China. For example, one
study found that earning differentials
between migrant workers and local
workers had decreased between 2001
and 2005, and that discrimination
against migrant workers had eased
slightly. Another study showed that
poor rural people would benefit
more if their outpatient care was
subsidized than from having hospital
care reimbursed.

This kind of research is essential
for developing effective public policy
to reduce inequality. Over the longer
term, these young scholars may very
well be the leaders of tomorrow.
The role and influence of their

IDRC grant: Project duration:
$400 000 2006–2009

Building bridges in economics research
Canadian and Chinese economists join forces against poverty

I N T H E I R O W N W O R D S : J o H N W H A l l e y

OBJECTIVE 3:
enlisting Canadians
for greater impact
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contribution will be enduring and
greatly valued within China.

I’ve been impressed by their enthu-
siasm, their commitment, and their
willingness to work hard to learn.

In fact, working with them has, I
think, affected my own research in a
number of critical ways. I now tend
to see China as an increasingly
market-oriented economy, but one
to which you can’t mechanically
apply the same kind of analyses that
you would typically produce for
developed economies.

Working with the young scholars
has brought home to me that you
have to nuance the work that you do
as it’s applied not just to China, but to
all developing countries.

IDRC’s financial support has been
very welcome, but IDRC offers more
than that. It’s also the intellectual
support. The program officers we’ve
worked with have made many con-
tributions and suggestions. It’s also
very appealing to us that IDRC-
supported research projects are to a
large degree initiated in the develop-
ing world to meet the needs they
identify as priorities. �

China’s economic boom has been

accompanied by rising inequality. IDRC

supports young scholars and senior

economists who bring fresh thinking

to the problem of poverty.

“What stands out for me is IDRC’s very strong
commitment to working with young scholars
in a network format.”
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In 2000 ekwendeni hospi-

tal in northern Malawi set

out to improve the child

nutrition, food security, and

soil fertility of poor farm

households. How? By inter-

cropping protein-rich

legumes like pigeon pea, soybeans, and

groundnuts that fix nitrogen in the soil,

thus boosting crop yields while reducing

the need for expensive fertilizers.

Malawian and Canadian researchers —

agricultural, nutritional, and social scien-

tists — worked with hospital staff and

farmers to find the“best legume options.”

supported by IDRC since 2001, the project

has improved nutrition, particularly of

women and children. After eight years, the

children of families involved show signifi-

cant weight increases. This makes a good

case that soil health and community

health are connected. legumes are now

part of the diet in the area. The research

has also helped strengthen the communi-

ties and build trust among their members.

The research is a collaboration

between ekwendeni Hospital, Health-

Bridge Foundation of Canada, and the

university of Western ontario’s Depart-

ment of Geography. other supporters

include the Canadian Foodgrains Bank

and the social sciences and Humanities

Research Council of Canada, among

others. The project coordinator is nutri-

tionist lizzie shumba.

l I z z I e s H u M B A

Canadian researchers helped us
understand why we had high rates of
malnutrition and problems with food
security. Then they worked with us to
test legume intercropping techniques
and to establish a baseline for our
research on child nutrition by meas-
uring the children’s weight for height,
and age for height.

We started with 30 farmers in
seven pilot villages. These farmers
were trained in research techniques.
Now, more than 7000 farmers are
involved, and so many more are
interested in learning the technolo-
gies. Farmers see that using legumes
to improve their soil fertility is
sustainable and it reduces the need
to buy fertilizers.

The families are also seeing that by
eating legumes, children have better
nutrition. We go out, especially after
the harvest, and show communities
how to process and use the legumes to
improve children’s diets. These “recipe
days” are becoming very popular. I’m
really happy because the rural people
are saying that they are happy.

We are now collaborating with the
Bunda College of Agriculture of the
University of Malawi to expand our
approach into different areas of
Malawi. �

I N T H E I R O W N W O R D S : l I z z I e s H u M B A

IDRC grant: Project duration:
(2 phases) (2 phases)
$879 890 2001–2008

Bringing research to farmers’ fields in Malawi
Bigger crops lead to better health with Canadian collaboration

OBJECTIVE 3:
enlisting Canadians
for greater impact

In Malawi, IDRC-supported research on

the cultivation of protein-rich legumes

has both improved soil fertility and

boosted child nutrition.

“We started with 30 farmers in seven pilot villages.
Now, more than 7000 farmers are involved and so
many more are interested in learning the technologies.”
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Nursing faculty and

students from the

Caribbean could soon be

participating in exchanges

with counterparts in

Saskatchewan.The Cana-

dian Nurses Association has

opened its Internet portal, NurseONE, to

Caribbean nurses — a first.

These are two of the outcomes of

IDRC-supported research to improve the

quality of care in Caribbean hospitals by

providing nurses with access to much

needed medical information and to train-

ing materials.The tools to do so: wireless

networks in hospitals and hand-held

personal digital assistants (PDAs) for

nursing staff.

The research is administered by the

College of Nursing, University of

Saskatchewan (Regina). Spearheading

the project in St Kitts and Nevis are

Dr Hazel Roberts and information

technology consultant Glenville Daniel.

According to Dr Roberts, “The project

would not have been possible had it not

been for the sponsorship of IDRC. They

have been very flexible.”

G l e N v I l l e D A N I e l

One of the big problems here is the
lack of information technology tools
in the workplace. When our hospital
was rebuilt in 2003, it should have
been equipped with network wiring
— but that wasn’t done. As a result, I
had to establish a wireless network
from scratch.

This project is seen as a pilot to
determine what the new norm
should be in using information and

communication technology in a clini-
cal setting. The study looks at how
PDAs can affect care-delivery in the
nursing field for diabetes, hyperten-
sion, and HIV. Seventeen nurses
have been given a PDA, loaded with
medical software (including a med-
ical dictionary, 5-minute consultation
guide, and the like) and wireless access.
We are also following 13 nurses who
have not been given PDAs.

An enthusiastic uptake
Nurses are seeing the value of such a
device and have said the PDAs have
enhanced their timely access to infor-
mation. We have even seen a couple of
nurses use them as a teaching tool to
explain to a patient that they were
going to have a particular procedure,
something we didn’t expect.

Another thing that I am hoping to
see, which is already underway, is the
establishment of a health information
system on the island. The government
IT department is in the process of
developing this, and we have been talk-
ing to them and giving them some ideas.

I give this work a very high mark
already. It is revolutionizing the way
nurses access information in a clini-
cal setting, not just in nursing. The
effects of the project will touch every-
one, no matter where they are from
on the islands. �

“It is revolutionizing the way nurses access information
in a clinical setting... the effects of the project will touch
everyone, no matter where they are from on the islands.”

I N T H E I R O W N W O R D S : G l e N v I l l e D A N I e l

IDRC grant: Project duration:
(2 projects) (both projects)
$1.64 million 2006–2011

Putting medical knowledge at nurses’ fingertips
A Canadian program helps improve health care in the Caribbean

OBJECTIVE 3:
enlisting Canadians
for greater impact

An IDRC-funded project in St Kitts and

Nevis equips nurses with personal digital

assistants to help them access informa-

tion and provide better health care.
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Leading researchers from Canada and around the
globe are pooling their know-how to address some

of the world’s most pressing challenges. These experts
come together under the International Research Chairs
Initiative, funded by Canada’s International Development
Research Centre in collaboration with the Canada
Research Chairs Program.

The Initiative pairs top research talent from universities
in Canada with their counterparts in developing countries.
These specialists share their advanced skills and knowl-
edge to confront issues of common concern while mentor-
ing a new generation of scholars.

Eight International Research Chairs partnerships were
announced in February 2009 by Canada’s Minister of State
(Science and Technology), the Honourable Gary Goodyear.
Working at universities in Brazil, China, Ghana, India,
Morocco, and Uganda, each IDRC Research Chair is
pursuing a five-year research program in collaboration
with a Canada Research Chair.

The goals of this joint effort: world-class discoveries
and healthier, wealthier, fairer societies. �

Connecting excellence
eminent scholars team up to find answers

I N T E R N A T I O N A L R E S E A R C H C H A I R S I N I T I A T I V E

OBJECTIVE 3:
enlisting Canadians
for greater impact
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1. Alpina Begossi Brazil, (right)
IDRC Research Chair in
Community-Based Resource
Management

Fikret Berkes (left)
Canada Research Chair in
Community-based Resource
Management

In Paraty, in Brazil’s Rio de
Janeiro state, the research team
works with coastal fishing
communities to help safeguard
endangered marine resources,
diversify income sources, and
increase food security.

2. Adalto Bianchini Brazil, (left)
IDRC Research Chair in
environmental Health and
Management

Christopher Wood (right)
Canada Research Chair in
environment and Health

After studying heavily
populated estuaries in Brazil,
the researchers confront
worsening pollution in such
coastal areas by exploring
new ways to manage industrial
regulation, human settlement,
and urban policies.

3. Yiming Shao China, (right)
IDRC Research Chair in
Modelling and Management
of Communicable Diseases

Jianhong Wu (left)
Canada Research Chair
in Industrial and Applied
Mathematics

With data gathered in China,
the scientists use mathematical
models to predict the transmis-
sion of infectious diseases, such
as HIV, and to develop public
health policies to control them.

4. Xiaoyan Zhu China, (left)
IDRC Research Chair
in Information Technology

Ming Li (right)
Canada Research Chair
in Bioinformatics

The research team seeks to
develop a “natural-language”
search engine to make the
Internet accessible to Chinese
people with no English, to the
visually impaired, and to mobile
phone users.

1.

2.

3.

4.

THESE LEADING RESEARCHERS SHARE THEIR ADVANCED SKILLS

AND KNOWLEDGE TO CONFRONT ISSUES OF COMMON CONCERN

WHILE MENTORING A NEW GENERATION OF SCHOLARS.
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5. Anna Lartey Ghana, (left)
IDRC Research Chair
in Nutrition for Health and
socio-economic Development
in sub-saharan Africa

Grace S. Marquis (right)
Canada Research Chair
in social and environmental
Aspects of Nutrition

In Ghana, the researchers study
child malnutrition, especially in
HIV-affected households, and
diet-related obesity in children,
and seek to develop a range
of approaches to encourage
better eating habits.

6. Ranjan K. Mallik India, (left)
IDRC Research Chair
in Wireless Communications

Robert Schober (right)
Canada Research Chair
in Wireless Communications

The team aims to boost the
wireless communication sector
in India and in Canada by
generating new ideas for
enhanced, affordable products.

7. Rachid Hakkou Morocco, (right)
IDRC Research Chair in
Management and stabilization
of Mining and Industrial Waste

Mostafa Benzaazoua (left)
Canada Research Chair
on Integrated Management
of Mine Waste

To improve public health in
Morocco, the team proposes
to create a centre for advanced
technology to manage mining
and industrial waste, including
cost-effective ways to reclaim
abandoned mine sites.

8. Nelson Sewankambo
uganda, (left)
IDRC Research Chair
in evidence-Informed Health
Policies and systems

John Lavis (right)
Canada Research Chair
in Knowledge Transfer
and exchange

To support evidence-informed
health policies, the team will
evaluate 11 World Health
Organization websites dedi-
cated to bolstering the effective-
ness of health systems.

7.

8.

5.

6.
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